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| _am firmly convmced that in indla wc arcv W

'h;dcous economical catastrophe, beside

‘.-.\

i :h Famme of 1847 wﬂl secm ‘mere

of local relief and prov1ded naw"' ont

famme circles”) over pamc-drc

had 50 alarmed the govemmm.-\
Relief and Insurance Fund hs t
Calcutta could finance rcli' '
fiscal rigk to its other‘-P‘ﬂm*‘
Paign along its northw ‘
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sKEL
r . relief in January 1897, the socialist leader
L for Indi2? R dais by police when h d th
| paif” yas pulled off the dais by PO en he proposed that
| OZI:; 4 pynd™ for the current year should be suspended and the whole
]10 ¢ Chariciotcd .o expenditure on famine relief.”)" $ AN
i be :mmcﬂf’ moreover, had categorically discounted warn-
g(//./ go"’nd-i natioﬂaliSts as weu as thcir own health Ofﬁcers about &
lation of poor people vulnerable to any sharp

e :
ing -mcreasmg Popu

he €ver” food prices: Malnutrition, critics believed, had reached epic
Jented in Indian history. The Dufferin Enq ke B
o “forty milli?n of the poot ‘go‘ B ughﬁ& S
» ,nd “half of our agricultural population never know
d what it is to have their hunger full; st
years later in his famous “bombshcll”. circular ﬁ?& In
Congress, Allan Octavian Hume 1amented tha
up our lower classes like a rising swamp is
ening - 212 William Wedderburn, ]ohix B,
leader of the Parliamentary Opposition «
House of Commons to undertake a m:
before famine again decimated the

“baboos,” warned its readers T '
the same Poor-law, the '
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the infidel mxssmmm ,Yidﬁﬁm!;-?f his reli
o u,cling th child he could care fo b
bhad abways hoped to send him to school, but!
save his life and educate him other than to give hir
to think his father did not love him, and, if he |
write, he yias charged to write to his parents. The f
| bye and, asking no&ung for himself, went away.
R ‘begrudgingly ‘ ened a poorhouse in the v1c1mty, ‘

“, with the child’s mother and baby brother, perished

= Pﬂo’ mﬁaﬁﬂﬁ;h@dcquate rations and hard labor.

Such stores were commonplace and they began o so
' mnb;ﬂwd to reassure the Americans
sake of the Indians first, and for

%

§.
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1896-97

Figure 5.1 Famine in India, S
press for their “exaggcrations.”fs'Lﬁ(@ I-Vtto |
more iberal policies on a local or ngiQI;;gI‘ e
ipal committees Were “banned to utilize their:
shops, and the government of Bﬁngal was fo
o traders to import grm"(B B
surplus to Europe.)™ Finally, “

North Western Frontier, his

the [Famine] Fund froml{s, i

previous official promises t0

In early December
Provinces, a town that w
British famine
of 1895 and

tember. b ‘
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md Gowalm md M-
have been struck by the
the small amount of r ram h
this remark, based—om
saloon window of thc vi

Fxgure 5 2 “'Ihe prosperous appearance of the co ntry .
Famine victims at ]ubbulpur at the time of Lord Elgms

X

labor, the poor houses were despised by the _
“they would be converted to Christianity, or deporteci
the sea.”?* Confinement was especially unbearable to the tribal
like the Gonds and Baigas, whom one missionary claimed “wo
die in their homes or in their native jungle, than submit to the |
a government Poor House.”” This was echoed by an Engiisﬁ
the famine: “The hatred of the poorhouse has in many insta:
more strong than the fear of death.”* EE
Although the British regarded this anupathy as lrraﬁona] a
American relief official was horrified by conditions inside the po
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oching but dry flour and some salt. An
5 GRAIN WAS ADULTERED

w00 E

e at
ccrzin 4 into flour - Alas! alas! for the poor
fore 1t s to them at the Poor Houses.” Men-

d given

t_he f::()l ﬁat “perhaps about eight or ten annas oL
06 Jllowed for each person” by the govern-
s this was the equivalent of only 34 cents per

(0] Louis KlOpSCh, Pubhshe[

one Mennonite wrote t

«“The death rate in this district which

moﬂ A ngﬂ .

Sfhe Chrxsﬂﬂ”nder 50 in the thousand was forced by starvation up to the
wasU 3

re of 627 10 the thousand.™®

e ﬁgl{ cans accused the government of deliberately deceiving world
. sbout conditions in the Indian countryside. “How many more
io 4 and be today happy and full of life and vigor if

opi
P een save

: ve b
rtﬂhleg: tc:jld only have been .n:.ache.d in time w;ll never be kn_m[m‘ Perhaps
e bleaching okulls on India’s plains could give us some idea. But the 10118 L
continued withholding of actual facts by the government and the conse-
quent general ignorance of the true conditions of things must be looked
upon as the cause of many thousands of deaths.”? Such accusati ns wet
made all the more effective by the shocking Photognphsaaﬁ amine
Jitions that were tepr'mted in newspapers around the world. (D N
187678 famine, dry plate photOg:aphyvhgd,;mgm‘fa_
with a cumbersome tripod-mounted field camera.
cheap, handheld Kodak Number One camera in
virtually every missionary in India into a doct
Rather than slowly die in the go
throughout the Central Provinces
turbances ironically oc
adequatc but soar
on Koshti E
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.1 to pay for new water and drainage
the 18808 and 1890s mOreover had been
and health standards of its vast majority:
nly five percent in 35 years
and land values and rents tripled.” The
it Jtion of its working classes, Ira Klein argues, was the
essive ane factor i0 Bombay’s “extraordinary, dispropoﬁi‘?“?'§°
f the century.”” Despite several pan-

proe - stimpor
, mos
dngle ™ - 1eath near the turn O

Hosomin8 @ the famine in Bombay’s hinterlands left lictle option
-en € RN

i b.;n poor but © remain in their pestilential slums. Inde d, the
e environs with famished refugees from the

5 ht inundated the CitY,S R
b 300,000 of them in April, May and June of 1397310& |
Dottt dded to plague: eventually kill
s polers were prompdy lded 10 BEE
‘ﬁﬁh of the city’s low-caste laborers.*! Even more alartmng
Jlites, some foreign ports began to quaranuncshlpménm ’Gf vh
pombay. There Were fears that a general embaxgo mxghe 2SLIC
[ndia’s foreign cOMMETCE. Sl aneuh s
As the citys morale plummeted, the governor’
still ignorant of the plague’s true vectors, la nched
against the tenement neighborhoods that
resulting onslaught of fire, lime and carbol
the plague’s advance (it simply drove r:
¢ did unhouse thousands. (I oland,
“radical purification” of burning the e
While destr_oying’peopl‘eé‘.;h@:" \es ar
nothing to control the explosion
tion faster than plague |
foodgrains from the P
combined with riots
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Oblivious t0 pative dignith

militarized unde ;
Epidcmic Dis

racist,
“detain and segrega
infect, evacuate and even
the plague, t© prohibit fair
his measures ‘were perhaps
stamp out an epidemic.”* As one Indian
cummoned British troops to his aid and had swept
like a proverbial wolf on the fold. Plucking out men, :
from their homes, he burnt their belongings and desecrated their
Suspected victims were forcibly evacuated, their families coming to
of them only after they were dead.”” o

The shocking contrast between the huge number of people de
Ifnany of them apparently healthy, and the relatively few ever released
rom the plague camps played on Indians’ worst apprehensions ab

British rule.
ule.™ Rumors spread across the country that Indian pati
atients were

being murdered to
extract a vital oi
S vital oil to be employed as a magic ointment

te plague suspects: € destroy propf:ﬁgj«_*,‘ r
Jemolish dwellings suspected ©

s and pilgrimages .- »45 Rand b

the most drastic that had ever be
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1 The Victoria Memorial Monument, Calcutta

v

-+ famished and p\ague-infested Poona that imperial armganceﬁmﬂy
3 \\i «what many feared to be the prelude to a second .Mumayt On22
wo Indian patriots assassinated Rand and an underling as they We :"
;,,;~~111‘; way from Diamond Jubilee fireworks at GovmrnimmltHowf‘r"ﬂ!!=
rdm \\t‘re followed a month later by an unpreoedcntedM lim erup-
A:‘:‘on in Calcurra after a court ordered the dcs&udMqui ‘-;;_ S ' .

mosque. ~ Fot several days large groups ... toamnd?the

solated Europeans, and threatened to loot and burn fac
bances were unusual in that the rioters :
Hindus.™® ‘
The Poona assassinations i
strike back against the |
his critics in the ert :
father of the Rand 0

- =
A

down

i
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approximation for the combined mortal-

an .- -
v 9617 L siedle famines, followed by another El Nifo-linked
(@ v ST ¥ ‘ -._._.a-
Thes great f‘n 190708 that Maharatna estimate 6ok 2.1 t03.2 m
in 1907=0 -,

ught—famiﬂe z 1 ted Provinces, cast a long mortahty shadovsi oyc[-thc
= es | e h ntwentiCth CCntu[Y.lh Their immune t esponses W S
C .
o ordeal of hungeh tbgﬁ&&alF,me
Ong o Ji-C

g,

b7 2% o in the millions by epidefitic Wavss of malasia,
fadia #EES m(;d blééuc' The Black Death, spread by drought-induced rat

nerenched itself in the former famine districts of the U.P.
ab, where it had claimed 8 million further victims by 1914.143 |
i Pun]ul:;tive damage to the subcontinent’s productive forces was
lTth Ctﬁmost all the progress made in agricultut;l devclopmentsmoe !
i qullified during the famines.”"#* Srivastava claims that 92 percent
188012:}] cattle in the Punjab died in 1896-97; while in the Bomb: Y&z e

fpl S R R
?depncy (according to Tomlinson in the New Cambridge History) t

4id not regain their 18905 levels until the 19303“‘5 Partially as a
his catastrophic shortfall of animal POWC‘I':,dIC-n?.t rea |
the Bombay Presidency and in the Central Prov%n in 1900 had
by 12 percent relative to 1890. In the most §trick
in cultivation was 25 percent to 41-1.9;::0:;1‘1:«1
; The country’s demographic c_:-n\g'ine{_lil.; wise
the thirty years from 1891 to 1921, Oy
282 million to 306 mxlhon—ha:dly
many parts of India there ha been
growth. Thus in Agra,‘Ro‘ iklhand and

merely the same
tively healthy
And what
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